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Venetia Sherson has been a newspaper and magazine 
journalist and editor for 35 years and writes for a variety 
of publications. From 1997-2003, she was editor of the 
Waikato Times newspaper.  In 2004, she was awarded the 
ONZM for Services to Journalism. From 2004-2007, she  
was Editor-in-Residence at Wintec, attached to the  
School of Communication. She now works freelance  
as a writer and media educator. 
Andrea Wilkinson has worked in a variety of design 
positions, including in-house art departments, agencies 
and Internet start-ups, as well as utilising design in an  
arts context. Originally hailing from the American state  
of Missouri, she received her MA in Transmedia from  
Sint-Lukas in Brussels, Belgium before moving to  
New Zealand in 2004 to lecture in design in the  
School of Media Arts at Wintec. 
    
David Cook is photography coordinator for the  
Bachelor of Media Arts at Wintec.  In 2007 his book  
Lake of Coal: the Disappearance of a Mining Township was 
a finalist in the Montana NZ Book Awards.  He is currently 
working on photographic projects that look at ecology  
and the landscape.
This is a book about Raglan’s older baches. 
Many were built in the “boom years” of the 
50s and 60s when thousands of Kiwis invested 
in a bit of land by the sea; others are much 
older and have been handed down through 
families with long connections to the Raglan 
community. 
Built of wood, concrete or fibrolite with iron 
roofs, they remain largely unaltered. Their 
owners have no interest in granite bench tops, 
polished concrete floors and tinted glass. 
They have a greater affection for a deckchair, a 
dinghy and sculptures made of driftwood. 
The book tells the stories of people who have 
“a place at the beach” and an affection for a 
simple life.
Editors: Venetia Sherson, David Cook, Andrea Wilkinson   
Foreword by: Beryl Fletcher
this is not real
RRP $48.00
Ramp Press, Wintec
Waikato Institute of Technology
ISBN: 978-0-9582902-0-3